






this time of fear and suspicion. After the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, the U.S. government 
closed down all Japanese-owned busi-
nesses. When federal agents closed down 
a popular Wolf Point restaurant owned 
by Tom Kurokawa, neighbors rallied to 
Kurokawa’s defense. The agents confi ned 
the family to their home for a week while 
they investigated Kurokawa’s background. 
Every day until the restaurant reopened, 
neighbors watched over the place to make 
sure no damage was done.

Montana’s representative in Congress, 
Mike Mansfield, defended Japanese 
Americans. He said in Congress that citi-
zens of Japanese descent were as loyal as 
any other Americans and deserved to be 
treated with dignity.

“To hear somebody of that stature make 
a statement like that in a public meeting . . . 
gave us a lot of heart and encouragement,” 
remembered Henry Munetta, a Japanese 
American from Harlowton.

Soldiers Return to a New Life
On May 7, 1945, Germany surrendered. In August the United States 
dropped atomic bombs on two major cities in Japan—Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. A few days later the Soviet army wiped out 1 million Japanese 
soldiers in China. These events drove Japan to surrender on August 15, 
1945. The biggest war in human history was over.

America was jubilant. The United States and its allies had won the 
war. Though bombs and battles had devastated much of Europe—
and killed 23 million people in the Soviet Union—the United States 
emerged as an economic and political 
superpower. 

Rations were lifted. Gasoline and 
supplies were plentiful again. And the 
surviving soldiers started coming home.

The War Changed People

The war changed Montanans. Many 
young people had been to foreign lands 
and had life-changing experiences. 
Hundreds of Montanans had to adjust 
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FIGURE 19.13: George Oiye, a Japanese 
American Montanan, grew up in 
Logan and Three Forks. Oiye was a 
crack shot with a hunting rifl e—a skill 
very useful in military service. At fi rst 
the army rejected Japanese Americans 
because of their race. Later, it allowed 
them to serve. After Oiye joined a 
special combat team of Japanese 
Americans, he earned a bronze star 
for his “cool effi ciency” under fi re. 

“Dear Dad,
For many today is a day of celebration but for us who 
know the real price of our great victories of this past year 
it is impossible to think of celebrating. Rather I pray in the 
years to come we can look at [this time] as the beginning 
of world decency and that the price we have had to pay 
was not in vain.”

—MAJOR JOHN C. HARRISON OF HARLOWTON, WRITING HOME TO HIS 
FATHER TWO MONTHS AFTER HIS BROTHER BOB WAS KILLED
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to war injuries. Some had been in horrible battles and came home with 
tangled-up emotions that took a long time to heal. 

Some returning veterans (people who have served in the 
military) felt dread and anxiety about the world after the war. 
They had witnessed the unbelievable inhumanity of the con-
centration camps where Nazis had imprisoned and killed 11 
million people. Some had witnessed the devastation of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki after the atomic bombs that killed around 210,000 Japanese 
men, women, and children. After these horrors, people wondered if life 
would ever feel normal and peaceful again. 

Yet others felt elation. They had fought for their lives and survived. 
As one veteran of Montana’s 163rd Regiment said, “We came home 
healthy, happy and alive. We were ready to set the world on fi re.”

Not everyone did come home. 
More than 1,500 Montanans died 
in the war. And of the 88,000 who 
moved away for war jobs in other 
places, very few came back. 

The war changed Montana’s 
American Indians in several ways. 
Young men and women from each 
reservation had traveled and seen 
other cultures fi rsthand—both 
good things and bad things. Their 
experiences gave them a different 
perspective on life on and off the 
reservation. 

Indian soldiers’ wartime 
accomplishments gave many of 
them a strengthened sense of iden-
tity and confi dence. Many had 
earned the respect of their com-
rades in the military. Yet they re-
turned home to the same prejudice 
and misunderstanding that had 
colored their lives here before they 
left. This made many Indian veter-
ans think about working for civil 
rights (fundamental rights guar-
anteed in the U.S. Constitution) in 
the postwar years.

Wartime experiences changed 
Montana’s women, too. Women 
had taken industrial jobs they had 
never held before. Many expected 
at fi rst that they would work only 

FIGURE 19.14: Military service gave 
American Indian women opportunities they 
could not fi nd on the reservation. Posed 
here, from left to right, are Minnie Spotted 
Wolf (Blackfeet), Celia Mix (Potawatomi), 
and Viola Eastman (Chippewa), who served 
in the Marine Corps Women’s Reserves. 



while the men were away and would give up their jobs when the war 
was over. But by the end of the war, some refused to give up the inde-
pendence, respect, and income they had earned during the war to go 
back to their old lives.

The GI Bill Fuels a Postwar Boom

What if someone told you that you could go to college or trade school 
for free, buy a house cheaper than renting, and get a year’s worth of 
federal unemployment checks while you fi gured out what you wanted 
to do? You might feel pretty optimistic about your future.

At the end of the war, the federal 
government realized it needed to 
help its 11 million veterans adjust 
to civilian life. In 1944 Congress 
enacted a law known as the GI 
Bill of Rights. (GI is a nickname 
for a U.S. serviceman or service-
woman; it is short for “Government 
Issue.”) Pulitzer Prize–winning 
author Edward Humes later called 
the 1944 GI Bill “the most enor-
mous, far-reaching, life-changing 
government program in the his-
tory of the world.”

The GI Bill gave veterans free 
tuition to attend college or techni-
cal school and low-interest loans to 
buy their own homes and invest in 
businesses. It paid unemployment 
compensation to veterans while 
they looked for jobs. And it pro-
vided health care, counseling, and 
other services to help veterans re-
adjust to civilian life after the war. 

With help from the GI Bill, 7 
million Americans enrolled in col-
lege. Millions more bought new 
homes for their families, invested 
in businesses, and boosted eco-
nomic activity across the country. 
The GI Bill had a huge effect on the 
U.S. economy for many years.

In Montana, the surge in col-
lege enrollment caused dramatic 
growth of both the University 
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FIGURE 19.15: Some GIs came home 
full of optimism about fi nding a wife, 
building a family, and owning their own 
dream home. James McCone, who grew 
up in Glendive and Helena, landed in 
New York City in October 1945. Before 
he came home, he stopped at a photo 
studio to pose for this portrait.
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of Montana and Montana State University. Missoula and Bozeman 
boomed. So did other communities, as contractors quickly built new 
houses for the returning veterans to buy with home loans provided by 
the GI Bill. And hundreds of farm families paid off their farms, bought 
new equipment, and joined in the nationwide economic boom.

Not everyone received equal benefi ts from the GI Bill. African 
American, American Indian, and female veterans had a harder time 
getting loans, enrolling in college, and claiming other benefi ts, even 
though they had worked as hard and risked as much as white male 
soldiers. This is one reason that African Americans, American Indians, 
and women began fi ghting for equal rights in the 1950s.

With the benefi ts of the GI Bill, with new houses and jobs open-
ing up, and with a renewed sense of confi dence and accomplishment, 
Montanans looked ahead with optimism.

FIGURE 19.16: As a result of the G.I. Bill, so many people went to college that 
the University of Montana had to set up trailers for faculty and student housing. 
Young, educated Americans were about to change society in a big way.



Dogs joined World War II, too. While families collected 

scrap metal and donated rubber tires to the war effort, 

hundreds of them also volunteered their dogs for the 

army’s Dogs for Defense program. 

Dogs for Defense set up fi ve War Dog Training Centers 

in the United States. One training center opened at a former 

Civilian Conservation Corps camp near the mining town of 

Rimini (west of Helena).

Rimini, on the slopes 

of the Continental Divide, 

had long winters and deep 

snows. It was the per-

fect place to train offi cers 

and dogs in arctic rescue 

and survival techniques. 

About 235 people worked 

there during the war, train-

ing between 700 and 900 

huskies, Saint Bernards, 

Newfoundlands, Great 

Pyrenees, and other breeds. 

The fi rst purpose of the 

dog training camp was to 

prepare dogs to accompany 

the First Special Service 

Force—the Devil’s Brigade—

on a top-secret mission into 

the mountains of German-

occupied Norway. When the 

military canceled that mis-

sion, the dogs switched jobs. 

The Dogs of War
How It Worked

FIGURE 19.17: Not very many dogs 
in the world have had a ride like 
this sled dog, who is skydiving 
into Alaska wearing a parachute 
harness developed at Camp Rimini 
especially for dogs. 



Next, trainers taught the canine force to rescue pilots 

who had crashed in remote regions of Alaska, Canada, and 

Greenland. A few dogs learned to parachute out of airplanes 

(and many got hurt in the effort). Others learned to pull sleds 

and carry packs full of supplies. These Arctic Search and 

Rescue Units saved many lives during the war. 

“There was a wonderful sense of satisfaction,” remembered 

Stuart Mace, one of the dog trainers. “We were privileged to 

be participating in a process of saving lives rather than taking 

them. In wartime this is a real privilege.” 

FIGURE 19.18: These sled dogs in training at the War Dog Training Center at Rimini got to do what they do best: run. 



CHECK FOR UNDERSTANDING
1.  Identify: (a) Devil’s Brigade; (b) victory garden; 

(c) balloon bombs
2.  Defi ne: (a) civilian; (b) pacifi st; (c) conscientious 

objector; (d) smoke jumping; (e) ration; (f) POW; 
(g) war bonds; (h) scrap drive; (i) internment; 
(j) veteran; (k) GI

3.  What event changed many people’s mind about 
going to war?

4.  Describe some of the military service branches 
in which women could enlist.

5.  Why were Indian code talkers so strategically 
important in the war?

6.  Describe some of the ways conscientious 
objectors served their country during the war.

7.  Why did Montana’s topography make it a good 
place for military training exercises?

8.  How did the war help Montana recover from 
20 years of economic depression?

9.  Which industries were encouraged and which 
were discouraged during the war?

 Why did so many people leave Montana during 
the war?

 Describe the two reasons the government 
sponsored scrap drives. 

 What were some of the acts of discrimination 
against Americans of Japanese descent?

 Describe how the war changed the self-image 
of Indians and women. 

 How did the GI Bill affect educational institutions 
in Montana?

CRITICAL THINKING
1.  You read that many Montanans moved away 

from Montana to fi nd jobs in factories in other 
states. Why do you think these factories were 
not built in Montana? 

2.  Government-run internment camps for 
Americans of Japanese descent were a part of 
the national response to the war. Why do you 
think camps were not created for Americans of 
German or Italian descent?

3.  Why might a returning veteran feel dread and 
anxiety as well as elation?

PAST TO PRESENT
1.  How does the role of women in the military 

today compare with their role during 
World War II?

2.  The text explains that the long-standing 
prejudice against Asians in the United States 
became fear after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. 
Do you think there are similar fears toward 
ethnic groups in our society today? If so, do you 
think this reaction is justifi ed? If it is not justifi ed, 
what might be done to keep it from happening?

3.  Think about the sacrifi ces people at home were 
asked to make during World War II. How does 
that compare to the sacrifi ces people made 
during more recent wars (the Vietnam War, the 
Gulf War, and wars in Iraq and Afghanistan)?

MAKE IT LOCAL
1.  Gather information about someone from your 

family or community who served in the military 
during the war. Then create a commemorative 
quilt square honoring their service.

EXTENSION ACTIVITIES
1.  Research and write a report on one of the 

following topics: Jeannette Rankin; the 163rd 
Regiment; the Alien Detention Center at 
Fort Missoula; World War II conscientious 
objectors; the Smith Mine disaster; women’s 
military service. 

2.  Analyze one of the propaganda posters the 
government created during World War II. 
Then design your own World War II 
propaganda poster. 

3.  The year is 1944. Write a letter to someone 
serving overseas in the Pacifi c or in Europe. 
Ask the person questions and give the person 
a report on life back home. 

4.  Organize a “scrap drive.” After it is completed, 
debate the merits of recycling and compare 
the reasons people recycle today with the 
reasons they recycled during World War II. 
Which reasons do you think provide greater 
motivation?

CHAPTER 19 REVIEW
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MHS Montana Historical Society, Helena
MHSA Montana Historical Society Archives, Helena
MHSL Montana Historical Society Library, Helena
MHS Mus. Montana Historical Society Museum, Helena
MHS PA Montana Historical Society Photograph Archives, Helena
MSU COT Montana State University College of Technology, Billings
NMAI National Museum American Indian, Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington, D.C.
MSU Billings Special Collections, Montana State University 
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NPS National Park Service
NRIS Natural Resource Information System, Montana State 
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UM Missoula Archives & Special Collections, The University 

of Montana-Missoula
USDA United States Department of Agriculture
USFS United States Forest Service
WMM World Museum of Mining, Butte
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